
Ministering the Word 

Scripture Reading

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the 
synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 

found the place where it was written:

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of 
all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at 
the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He 
said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And 
you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.’ “ And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s 
hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine 
over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath 
in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and 
none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the 
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him 
to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off 
the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

Luke 4.16-30

For Discussion

• Have you had an experience of a message to share, 
but not been heard?

………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

• What are the challenges and obstacles to people’s 
hearing the gospel message?

………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………

Suggested methodology

A. Scripture Reading  
(c. 30 min.)
• One person reads the 

Scripture reading
• Period of silent 

reflection
• Second reading of 

passage
• After a pause for 

reflection discussion 
on the questions given

B. Documentation  
(c. 30 min.)
• One person reads the 

text
• Period of silent 

reflection
• Followed by 

discussion on the 
questions given

You may find it helpful to write 
down your own reflections in 
the space provided.



Documentation (From Celebrating the Mass)

The Liturgy of the Word
151.  The Mass is made up of the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 

Eucharist, which are so closely connected as to form one act of worship. In the 
word of God the divine covenant is announced; in the Eucharist the new and 
everlasting covenant is embodied and renewed. 

152.  The chosen people entered into a special covenant with God at Sinai, a 
covenant that was renewed and fulfilled on Calvary. By hearing the word 
proclaimed in worship, the faithful again enter into the unending dialogue 
between God and the covenant people, a dialogue sealed in the sharing of the 
Eucharistic food and drink. The meaning of Communion is proclaimed in the 
word; the message of Scripture is made actual once again in the Communion 
banquet. The proclamation of the word is thus integral to the Mass and at its 
very heart.

153. The readings from Sacred Scripture and the chants between the readings form 
the main part of the Liturgy of the Word. The Homily, Profession of Faith, 
and Prayer of the Faithful  expand and complete this part of the Mass. For in 
the readings God speaks with his people, opening up to them the mystery of 
redemption and salvation, and nourishing their spirit; Christ himself is present 
in the midst of the faithful through his word. The Homily is an integral part of 
the liturgy to assist the assembly to hear the voice of the Lord in his word. By 
their silent listening and pondering, and by their singing and acclamation, the 
people make God’s word their own, and they also affirm their acceptance of 
it by the Profession of Faith. Finally, having been nourished by this word, the 
assembly makes petition in the Prayer of the Faithful, praying for the needs of 
the entire Church and for the salvation of the whole world. 

For Discussion

• What words would you use to describe the celebration of the Liturgy of 
the Word at Sunday Mass in your parish?

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

• Can you identify an occasion when a community gathered found the 
Word ‘alive and active’ for them?

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………
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