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Reading Apocalypse 20:11–21:1
The dead were judged according to what they had done in their lives.

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

I, John, saw a great white throne and the One who was sitting on it.  
In his presence, earth and sky vanished, leaving no trace.  
I saw the dead, both great and small, standing in front of his throne,  
while the book of life was opened,  
and other books opened  
which were the record of what they had done in their lives,  
by which the dead were judged. 

The sea gave up all the dead who were in it;  
Death and Hades were emptied of the dead that were in them;  
and every one was judged according to the way in which he had lived.  
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the burning lake.  
This burning lake is the second death;  
and anybody whose name could not be found written in the book of life  
was thrown into the burning lake. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth;  
the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared now,  
and there was no longer any sea. 

The word of the Lord. 


